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Breakout Sessions 

 

10:30  Friday 

1. Gil Vollmering       212 

 911: I’m gay. Practical Pastoral care for those who come out.                         

This session will focus on the spiritual needs of those recently disclosing that they are 

LGBTQ+ and who best to be equipped. Pastoral teams have a critical role to play in 

this sensitive and formative time.  

2. Sally Gary       Sewing Rm 

 Learning the Basics: Language, Lies & Love 

 For first timers to the conference, to the conversation, this session is a great 

place to familiarize yourself with terminology and some of the basics in 

understanding LGBTQ loved ones. We’ll talk about the myths we’ve been 

conditioned to believe and leave with a more Christ-centered response of never-

ending love. 

3. Richard Wright – part one    Ed. Aud. 

 Exploring Romans 1 in the Context of Paul’s Day  

In the first of this two part session, Dr. Wright will discuss sexuality in the Greco- 

Roman world and homoerotic behavior-- and what we know about Judaism within 

that context. Dr. Wright will talk briefly about the nature of the references in the 
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New Testament (and the problem of lists) in the first session, before moving into the 

second session. The second session will explore what Paul says in Romans 1 and how 

those statements fit within the immediate context of the letter, as well as how that 

argument fits the larger rhetorical strategy.  

      4.       Mark Hadley      Lunch Rm – Kids Wing 

‘The Bible is Clear…Right?” Unpacking the Conversation with Scripture  

Many Christians consider the biblical text to be the central and final authority in 

matters of faith and life. So what does the bible say (or NOT say) about sexuality, 

particularly LGBTQ+ sexuality? This session will explore and ask questions about 

some of the most commonly discussed biblical passages.  

4. Charles Rix      Community Rm 

 Recovering from Same-Sex Abuse 

Drawing upon research and personal stories, this session focuses on how the church 

may come along side those who have experienced the trauma and confusion arising 

from sexual abuse. This presentation considers the complexity of the process of 

recovering from abuse, affirms the dignity and humanity of the victim, and the role of 

professional medical and therapeutic attention. This session invites participations to 

consider what it looks like (and what it does not look like) to be the "hands and feet of 

Christ" as they come along side those who are in recovery from sexual abuse. 

5. Charles Kiser     208 

 Finding God at the Margins 
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The LGBTQ community exists for many at the margins of society, and the margins 

just so happen to be one of God’s favorite places to dwell. What would happen if the 

people of God expected to find God at the margins, at work within and through 

people at the margins? This session explores experiential, theological, and practical 

reasons for such an expectation.  

6. Vic McCracken      210-211 

 Same-Sex Sexuality and Christian Faith--Surveying the Field 

 
Christians today encounter wide-ranging, conflicting perspectives on the topic of 
sexual ethics and same-sex sexuality.  Some Christian believe same-sex sexuality to be 
a sinful distortion of God's created order.  Other Christians believe that same-sex 
relationships can manifest the fruits of God's spirit and should be affirmed by the 
Christian community. This session will orient participants to the larger conversation 
in Christian ethics pertaining to same-sex sexuality, attending both to the primary 
biblical texts that factor into disagreements about Christian sexual ethics and the 
hermeneutical lenses that Christians employ to make sense of the biblical text. 
 

7. Kevin Harrington-Bain, Dana Pemberton, Holly Racca     Nana’s 

Playground - Kids Wing 

 Student Ministers: Are You Equipped to Care for Your LGBTQ 

Students?  

 
If you think you don’t have LGBTQ students in your church, think again. And if 
someone hasn’t come out to you yet, they will. Are you prepared to respond? Because 
your response will play a huge role in how the student perceives church, and 
ultimately how they view God. Learn from three student ministers who may not have 
all the answers, but who know how to love well.  
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8. Dick Ihfe & Karl Ihfe    Classroom 2-Kids Wing 

Face to Face: Obstacles and Opportunities for Helping Your Church Engage in 

Meaningful & Difficult Conversations  

Join us as we explore some of the cultural, political, legal, and religious perspectives 

that have impacted the conversation regarding how the church has viewed and 

interacted with the LGBT community. We will reflect some on the process of helping 

our churches begin to engage in an honest, loving, and faithful dialogue so that we 

can continue to do better at what Jesus said matters most: loving God and loving our 

neighbors.  

9. Aaron Metcalf & Amie Scott   Classroom 1-Kids Wing  

 ‘A Westside Story’: Journeying Towards Inclusion  

This class will narrate the story of Westside Church of Christ in Beaverton, Oregon, 

a church that's openly wrestling with inclusion, grace, loss, successes and failures. 

Come hear what we have done well, what we wish we could have done differently, 

and where we hope God takes us in the future. 

10. Glenn Pemberton – three parts   Chapel 

 Reading Scripture Backwards: Same-Sex Intimacy in the Old 

Testament 

 
Session #1: The Great Sin of Sodom America (Gen. 19) 
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At first glance, four Old Testament texts refer to same-sex attraction or intimacy 

(Gen. 19; Lev. 18:22, 20:13; Deut. 22:5). It’s easy to read these texts from our place 

and time and make quick claims about “the clear teaching” of scripture. Simple 

conclusions, however, are more elusive when we slow down and read backwards, 

beginning with a text’s ancient setting and its first reader’s culture. In these sessions, 

we will attempt such backward readings, encounter its complexities, and be 

challenged by new considerations.  

11. Jeremy Pierce      206 

The Subtle Art of Dissonance: Reconciling Personal Beliefs in Clinical 

Practice 

Christian counselors often struggle with how to provide clinically sound and ethical 

therapy to members of the LGBTQ+ community. How can we engage who we are 

and what we believe in a way that provides the best care for our clients? How do we 

resolve internal angst or struggles that might get in the way of providing ideal care? 

What does our code of ethics say about how we treat people coming from different 

beliefs and backgrounds? How does a clinician provide ethical counseling to clients 

who challenge their deeply held beliefs? The presenter will share from his own 

experience and journey, along with research based strategies to help the clinician 

maintain ethical care while balancing and maintaining their own core beliefs. Ethical 

codes will be pulled from the Texas State Licensing Board of Marriage and Family 

Therapists and the Texas State Licensing Board of Professional Counselors.  
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12. Chris Doran       209 

 How We Make Decisions: Are We Missing the Big Picture? 

In our desire to make sound, biblically-based decisions sometimes we neglect how 

much tradition, reason, and experience play roles in the decisions we make privately 

and publicly about LGBTQ-related topics. This session seeks to elucidate how both 

traditionalists and non-traditionalists understand the relationship between scripture, 

tradition, reason, and experience as they make decisions. By bringing some of these 

considerations to light, we can understand not only why people disagree about 

LGBTQ-related topics, but also provide a more constructive pathway forward. 

 

13. Melinda Melone      207 

A Room of One’s Own? – Blessings and Challenges of Celibacy for Women 

This participatory workshop will be a time for celibate LGBTQ/SSA women to share 
our stories, our challenges, blessings, questions, pet peeves, life hacks, and pro tips. 
Straight/cis female allies and women in mixed-orientation marriages are also 
welcome. 
 

1:15  Friday 

1. Gil Vollmering      212 

 911: My child is gay. Parent-focused care for those early days when a 

child comes out as LGBTQ+.                                                                                                             

Parental care is child care. This session will focus on the parents of LGBTQ+ people 

and how to effectively minister with and care for them as they navigate this new 
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reality.  

2. Trey Finley     Classroom 2 – Kids Wing 

 Loving Our Neighbors AND Ourselves: Becoming Allies and Advocates 

for LGBTQ+ 

Becoming an “ally” of LGBTQ+ friends and family begins with an often painful 
embrace of neighbor love.  Only through radical love of neighbor as self can we stare 
down the sin which is at the heart of the rejection of our LGBTQ+ 
friends.  Throughout the session, Trey will share the story of hard love which 
brought two college friends back together after 20 years. 
 

3. Richard Wright – part two    Ed Aud 

 Exploring Romans 1 in the Context of Paul’s Day  

In the first of this two part session, Dr. Wright will discuss sexuality in the Greco- 

Roman world and homoerotic behavior-- and what we know about Judaism within 

that context. Dr. Wright will talk briefly about the nature of the references in the 

New Testament (and the problem of lists) in the first session, before moving into the 

second session. The second session will explore what Paul says in Romans 1 and how 

those statements fit within the immediate context of the letter, as well as how that 

argument fits the larger rhetorical strategy.  

4. Mark Hadley      Lunchroom - Kids Wing 

“The Bible is Clear…Right?” Unpacking the Conversation with Scripture  
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Many Christians consider the biblical text to be the central and final authority in 

matters of faith and life. So what does the bible say (or NOT say) about sexuality, 

particularly LGBTQ+ sexuality? This session will explore and ask questions about 

some of the most commonly discussed biblical passages.  

5. Charles Rix      Community Rm 

Christ, Chariots, and Culture: Reading for the Ethiopian Eunuch 

Rooted in an overarching thesis that "the way we learn to read the Bible is related to 

the way we learn to treat people," this session explores the contours of the Ethiopian 

eunuch’s sexual identity in Acts 8. The session will briefly explore the roles, and lives 

of eunuchs in biblical times, and the contexts of Isaiah and Acts in which the eunuch's 

story occurs.  The presentation invites participants to see why the story of the 

Ethiopian eunuch reminds us that "the gospel is for all" and thus includes all those 

whose sexual identities lie outside traditional understandings of male/female 

binaries.   

6. Charles Kiser       208 

Finding God at the Margins 

The LGBTQ community exists for many at the margins of society, and the margins 

just so happen to be one of God’s favorite places to dwell. What would happen if the 

people of God expected to find God at the margins, at work within and through 

people at the margins? This session explores experiential, theological, and practical 

reasons for such an expectation.  
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7. Vic McCracken      210-211 

Same-Sex Sexuality and Christian Faith--Surveying the Field 

 
Christians today encounter wide-ranging, conflicting perspectives on the topic of 
sexual ethics and same-sex sexuality.  Some Christian believe same-sex sexuality to be 
a sinful distortion of God's created order.  Other Christians believe that same-sex 
relationships can manifest the fruits of God's spirit and should be affirmed by the 
Christian community. This session will orient participants to the larger conversation 
in Christian ethics pertaining to same-sex sexuality, attending both to the primary 
biblical texts that factor into disagreements about Christian sexual ethics and the 
hermeneutical lenses that Christians employ to make sense of the biblical text. 
 
8. Kevin Harrington-Bain, Dana Pemberton, Holly Racca        Sewing Rm 

Student Ministers: Are You Equipped to Care for Your LGBTQ Students?  

 
If you think you don’t have LGBTQ students in your church, think again. And if 
someone hasn’t come out to you yet, they will. Are you prepared to respond? Because 
your response will play a huge role in how the student perceives church, and 
ultimately how they view God. Learn from three student ministers who may not have 
all the answers, but who know how to love well.  
 

9. Jaime Goff & Aaron Metcalf     Chapel 

The Danger of Reparative Therapy: Scientific and Theological Perspectives 

 
In this session, a mental health professional and a minister will discuss the dangers of 
reparative therapy. Leading mental health organizations have rejected reparative, 
conversion, or ex-gay therapy as unnecessary, ineffective, and even dangerous. The 
session will include an overview of research from the social sciences on the efficacy of 
this type of therapy. From a theological perspective, we will explore the damaging 
message these therapies convey about core theological tenants such as imago dei and 
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the nature of God's love. We will also explore the deep trauma that can occur when 
therapy misrepresents God's nature and communicates something harmful about 
divine love.  
 

10. Paul & Shawna Mathis    Classroom 1 – Kids’ Wing 

Listening As Parents 

Through story, two parents share their unique, individual experiences of their son 

coming out to them. One of the most beautiful parts of the story is how young the 

son was when he came out. In this session both parents will share their journey 

individually, and together as a family, recounting the mistakes they’ve made along the 

way, as well as the blessings that have come from their response. 

11.  “Just Dinner”  Chad Balch, Matt Hilton, Rhett Mullis   206 

Creating Community & Healing Wounds 

Meet the current members of “Just Dinner,” a group composed of LGBTQ friends and 
allies who have felt ostracized from church. Wounded by Christianity, LGBTQ 
people have often lost hope in a faith community in which they felt deep roots. This 
group formed as a safe space for people who still long for community, for fellowship 
with friends who hold the same values. Come hear what this group with no agenda 
and no expectations has meant to some of the members. And learn how to start a 
group in your community!  
 
12. Chris Doran         209 

The Sometimes Forgotten “T” in LGBTQ: Being Hospitable to Transgender 

Folks 
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While the LGBTQ community is already a minority in our society, transgender folks 

are a minority of a minority. This session seeks to provide a pathway forward to 

discussing trans-related topics by employing the Christian virtue of hospitality in 

new, important ways. By being hospitable to our transgender sisters and brothers, we 

are not only called to stand in solidarity with them, but we are also called to sacrifice 

preconceived notions that prevent us from inviting these individuals to God’s table.  

 

13.  Melinda Melone       207 

A Room of One’s Own? – Blessings and Challenges of Celibacy for Women 

This participatory workshop will be a time for celibate LGBTQ/SSA women to share 
our stories, our challenges, blessings, questions, pet peeves, life hacks, and pro tips. 
Straight/cis female allies and women in mixed-orientation marriages are also 
welcome. 
 

2:15  Friday 

1. Rhesa Higgins – part one   Classroom 1 – Kids’ Wing  

Attachment Theory and Spirituality for Dummies, parts 1 and 2.  

Part 1: The great responsibility of being the temple of God is that our actions have a 

direct correlation to how others perceive God. Come explore what one theory has to 

teach us about relationship between caregivers and children as children come to their 

own understanding of God’s presence in their lives. Suited for parents, youth workers, 

elders, and pastors.  
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2. Gil Vollmering       212 

 911: People in my congregation are LGBTQ+. Practical applications for 

church elders and leaders in navigating how best to lead.                                

Whether you know it or not, there are people in your congregation who identify as 

LGBTQ+. Often they are not known because they do not know if the church is safe. 

This session will focus on practical steps for churches to be safe spaces while holding 

a traditional point of view.  

3. Kevin Harrington-Bain, Hunter Howard, Holly Racca  Kids’ Wing 

Student Ministers: Are You Equipped to Care for Your LGBTQ Students?  

 
If you think you don’t have LGBTQ students in your church, think again. And if 
someone hasn’t come out to you yet, they will. Are you prepared to respond? Because 
your response will play a huge role in how the student perceives church, and 
ultimately how they view God. Learn from three student ministers who may not have 
all the answers, but who know how to love well.  
 

4. Mark Hadley      Kids’ Wing 

 ‘The Bible is Clear…Right?” Unpacking the Conversation with 

Scripture  

Many Christians consider the biblical text to be the central and final authority in 

matters of faith and life. So what does the bible say (or NOT say) about sexuality, 

particularly LGBTQ+ sexuality? This session will explore and ask questions about 

some of the most commonly discussed biblical passages.  
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5. Charles Rix      Community Rm 

Christ, Chariots, and Culture: Reading for the Ethiopian Eunuch 

Rooted in an overarching thesis that "the way we learn to read the Bible is related to 

the way we learn to treat people," this session explores the contours of the Ethiopian 

eunuch’s sexual identity in Acts 8. The session will briefly explore the roles, and lives 

of eunuchs in biblical times, and the contexts of Isaiah and Acts in which the eunuch's 

story occurs.  The presentation invites participants to see why the story of the 

Ethiopian eunuch reminds us that "the gospel is for all" and thus includes all those 

whose sexual identities lie outside traditional understandings of male/female 

binaries.   

6. Charles Kiser       208 

 Finding God at the Margins 

The LGBTQ community exists for many at the margins of society, and the margins 

just so happen to be one of God’s favorite places to dwell. What would happen if the 

people of God expected to find God at the margins, at work within and through 

people at the margins? This session explores experiential, theological, and practical 

reasons for such an expectation.  

7. Vic McCracken       210-211 

Same-Sex Sexuality and Christian Faith--Surveying the Field 

Christians today encounter wide-ranging, conflicting perspectives on the topic of 

sexual ethics and same-sex sexuality.  Some Christian believe same-sex sexuality to 
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be a sinful distortion of God's created order.  Other Christians believe that same-

sex relationships can manifest the fruits of God's spirit and should be affirmed by 

the Christian community. This session will orient participants to the larger 

conversation in Christian ethics pertaining to same-sex sexuality, attending both 

to the primary biblical texts that factor into disagreements about Christian sexual 

ethics and the hermeneutical lenses that Christians employ to make sense of the 

biblical text. 

8. Dick Ihfe & Karl Ihfe    Classroom 2 – Kids’ Wing 

Face to Face: Obstacles and Opportunities for Helping Your Church Engage in 

Meaningful & Difficult Conversations 

 Join us as we explore some of the cultural, political, legal, and religious 

perspectives that have impacted the conversation regarding how the church has 

viewed and interacted with the LGBTQ community. We will reflect some on the 

process of helping our churches begin to engage in an honest, loving, and faithful 

dialogue so that we can continue to do better at what Jesus said matters most: loving 

God and loving our neighbors.  

9. Jaime Goff & Aaron Metcalf     Ed Aud 

The Danger of Reparative Therapy: Scientific and Theological Perspectives 

 In this session, a mental health professional and a minister will discuss the 

dangers of reparative therapy. Leading mental health organizations have rejected 

reparative, conversion, or ex-gay therapy as unnecessary, ineffective, and even 
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dangerous. The session will include an overview of research from the social sciences 

on the efficacy of this type of therapy. From a theological perspective, we will explore 

the damaging message these therapies convey about core theological tenants such as 

imago dei and the nature of God's love. We will also explore the deep trauma that can 

occur when therapy misrepresents God's nature and communicates something 

harmful about divine love.  

10. Glenn Pemberton – part two     Chapel 

 Reading Scripture Backwards: Same-Sex Intimacy in the Old 

Testament 

 
Session #2:  RuPaul and What Not to Wear (Deut. 22:5) 

 At first glance, four Old Testament texts refer to same-sex attraction or 

intimacy (Gen. 19; Lev. 18:22, 20:13; Deut. 22:5). It’s easy to read these texts from our 

place and time and make quick claims about “the clear teaching” of scripture. Simple 

conclusions, however, are more elusive when we slow down and read backwards, 

beginning with a text’s ancient setting and its first reader’s culture. In these sessions, 

we will attempt such backward readings, encounter its complexities, and be 

challenged by new considerations. 

11. “Just Dinner”  Chad Balch, Matt Hilton, Rhett Mullis 206 

 Creating Community & Healing Wounds 

 Meet the current members of “Just Dinner,” a group composed of LGBTQ 
friends and allies who have felt ostracized from church. Wounded by Christianity, 
LGBTQ people have often lost hope in a faith community in which they felt deep 
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roots. This group formed as a safe space for people who still long for community, for 
fellowship with friends who hold the same values. Come hear what this group with 
no agenda and no expectations has meant to some of the members. And learn how to 
start a group in your community!  
 

12. Chris Doran        209 

The Sometimes Forgotten “T” in LGBTQ: Being Hospitable to Transgender 

Folks 

While the LGBTQ community is already a minority in our society, transgender folks 

are a minority of a minority. This session seeks to provide a pathway forward to 

discussing trans-related topics by employing the Christian virtue of hospitality in 

new, important ways. By being hospitable to our transgender sisters and brothers, we 

are not only called to stand in solidarity with them, but we are also called to sacrifice 

preconceived notions that prevent us from inviting these individuals to God’s table.  

13.  Sally Gary & Justin Lee    Sewing Rm 

 Life As An LGBTQ Christ Follower: How Do We Do This? 

 In a world where many still believe it’s impossible to be an LGBTQ Christian, 

the challenge to follow Christ is often lonely and discouraging. How do we not only 

hold onto faith, but live in such a way that we thrive in discipleship? Acknowledging 

that ‘not one size fits all,’ Justin and Sally will talk about their own spiritual journeys 

and the role faith communities have played in their lives.  

14.  Melinda Melone       207 
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A Room of One’s Own? – Blessings and Challenges of Celibacy for Women 

This participatory workshop will be a time for celibate LGBTQ/SSA women to 
share our stories, our challenges, blessings, questions, pet peeves, life hacks, and 
pro tips. Straight/cis female allies and women in mixed-orientation marriages are 
also welcome. 

 

10:30   Saturday 

1. Rhesa Higgins – part two w/Gil Vollmering  Classroom 1 – Kids’ 

Wing 

 Attachment Theory and Spiritual Direction for Dummies – part two 

 How do our responses to a coming out story impact an individual’s experience 

of God? Come explore how attachment theory can offer the words and actions to 

invite deeper relationship with God. Suited for parents, youth workers, elders, and 

pastors.  

2. Justin Lee        Ed. Aud. 

 “Talking Across the Divide” 

 In this session, author Justin Lee will talk about his latest book, revealing “how 

to use empathy, storytelling, and strategic dialogue to break through the barriers that 

make people resistant to differing views. With a combination of psychological 

research, pop-culture examples, and strategies Lee learned the hard way through 

years of experience on the front lines of the most heated culture wars, this [session] 
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presents fresh insights to understand people outside your own echo chamber, giving 

you the tools you need to make a difference in an us-vs.-them world.” 

3. Kelsey Herndon, Dana Pemberton, Paul Prill   Nana’s Playground – Kids’ 

Wing 

Supporting LGBTQ Students on College Campuses 

 Our Christian universities have wrestled with how to best acknowledge and 

support our LGBTQ students. Hear faculty and staff members, along with recent 

graduates and current students from Abilene Christian University, Lipscomb 

University, and Oklahoma Christian University discuss what’s happening on their 

campuses to insure a safe and loving environment for our LGBTQ students.  

4. Mark Hadley     Lunchroom – Kids’ Wing 

“The Bible is Clear...Right?” Unpacking the Conversation with Scripture   

Many Christians consider the biblical text to be the central and final authority in 

matters of faith and life. So what does the bible say (or NOT say) about sexuality, 

particularly LGBTQ+ sexuality? This session will explore and ask questions about 

some of the most commonly discussed biblical passages.  

5. Charles Rix     Community Rm 

 Christ, Chariots, and Culture: Reading for the Ethiopian Eunuch 

Rooted in an overarching thesis that "the way we learn to read the Bible is related to 

the way we learn to treat people," this session explores the contours of the Ethiopian 
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eunuch’s sexual identity in Acts 8. The session will briefly explore the roles, and lives 

of eunuchs in biblical times, and the contexts of Isaiah and Acts in which the eunuch's 

story occurs.  The presentation invites participants to see why the story of the 

Ethiopian eunuch reminds us that "the gospel is for all" and thus includes all those 

whose sexual identities lie outside traditional understandings of male/female 

binaries.   

6. Charles Kiser      208 

 Finding God at the Margins (see description above) 

7. Vic McCracken (see title & description above) 

8. Aaron Metcalf & Amie Scot   Classroom 1 – Kids’ Wing 

  ‘A Westside Story”: Journeying Towards Inclusion  

This class will narrate the story of Westside Church of Christ in Beaverton, Oregon, 

a church that's openly wrestling with inclusion, grace, loss, successes and failures. 

Come hear what we have done well, what we wish we could have done differently, 

and where we hope God takes us in the future. 

9. Glenn Pemberton – part three    Chapel 

 Reading Scripture Backwards: Same-Sex Intimacy in the Old 

Testament 

 
Session #3:  Tatoos, Gibberish, and the Same-Sex Ban of Leviticus (18:22, 20:13) 

 At first glance, four Old Testament texts refer to same-sex attraction or 

intimacy (Gen. 19; Lev. 18:22, 20:13; Deut. 22:5). It’s easy to read these texts from our 
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place and time and make quick claims about “the clear teaching” of scripture. Simple 

conclusions, however, are more elusive when we slow down and read backwards, 

beginning with a text’s ancient setting and its first reader’s culture. In these sessions, 

we will attempt such backward readings, encounter its complexities, and be 

challenged by new considerations. 

 

10. Jeremy Pierce       206 

The Subtle Art of Dissonance: Reconciling Personal Beliefs in Clinical 

Practice 

Christian counselors often struggle with how to provide clinically sound and ethical 

therapy to members of the LGBTQ+ community. How can we engage who we are 

and what we believe in a way that provides the best care for our clients? How do we 

resolve internal angst or struggles that might get in the way of providing ideal care? 

What does our code of ethics say about how we treat people coming from different 

beliefs and backgrounds? Why do so many Christian counselors, or counselors who 

are Christian, shy away from engaging the LGBTQ+ community in their clinical 

practice? How does a clinician provide ethical counseling to clients that challenge 

their deeply held beliefs? Jeremy will share from his own experience and journey, 

along with research based strategies to help the clinician maintain ethical care while 

balancing and maintaining their own core beliefs. Ethical codes will be pulled from 



21 

the Texas State Licensing Board of Marriage and Family Therapists and the Texas 

State Licensing Board of Professional Counselors.  

11. Paul & Shawna Mathis (see description above) Sewing Rm 

12. Chris Doran       209 

 How We Make Decisions: Are We Missing the Big Picture? 

In our desire to make sound, biblically-based decisions sometimes we neglect how 

much tradition, reason, and experience play roles in the decisions we make privately 

and publicly about LGBTQ-related topics. This session seeks to elucidate how both 

traditionalists and non-traditionalists understand the relationship between scripture, 

tradition, reason, and experience as they make decisions. By bringing some of these 

considerations to light, we can understand not only why people disagree about 

LGBTQ-related topics, but also provide a more constructive pathway forward. 

13. Trey Finley       207 

Loving Our Neighbors AND Ourselves: Becoming Allies and Advocates for 

LGBTQ+ 

Becoming an “ally” of LGBTQ+ friends and family begins with an often painful 
embrace of neighbor love.  Only through radical love of neighbor as self can we stare 
down the sin which is at the heart of the rejection of our LGBTQ+ 
friends.  Throughout the session, Trey will share the story of hard love which 
brought two college friends back together after 20 years. 
 

14. Melinda Melone (see description above)       Classroom 2 – Kids’ Wing 

 


